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Muſftard-ſced. Had 
any but the Divine Author, deviſed 
* this Parable, as the World now goes, 
the Propofer, with your Pious, not 
over-wile, would have paſs'd for a dil- 
parager of Heaven, for a Profaner of 
the Pulpit, and with your W orldlings, 
not over-charg'd with Piety, that might 
have prov'd the Subje& of Railery; 
which coming. from. Chriſt, is-a Sacred 
Myſtery, and ground of Reverence. 
Hence we may learn, - not to cloſe 
vath firſt, and therefore often falſe ap- 
12257Hh an over-{ight incident to 
pirituals, not too profound, and to 
enſes to Wit, not too Spiritual, 
| Great things have . a proportion with 
aittle, and little with great ; a bit of 
Leven, a Muſtard-ſced; with the King- 
dom-of Heaven, witneſs the preſent 
Goſpel; Nathing ſo-minute, nothing 
lo remote, nothing ſo familiar, which 


ro 


(3) 
to a well difpoled mind; may not 
- prompt Devout, and Fiow Cogita- 
tions. 

Simile a Regnum Celorum grano Si- 
naps ; Kingdom of Heaven (what 
more conſiderable ?) x Fro unto 4 Mu- 
fardſeed; what more deſpicable ? But 
if the one fo great, the other 1o little, 
between fo great and little, what ſimi- 
litude can there be ? I crave your pa- 
tience, whilſt in requital, I endeavour 
to work 1t out. 

God alone is truly great, and by a 
reference to God, all other things are 
great, and little, He's truly great, be- 
cauſe as the Royal Pſalmiſt pronoun- 
ceth, Pſal. 144. ver. 3- Magnitudinis 
ejus non eſt finis ; His greatneſs has no 
End : For greatneſs where it ends, 
ceales to be great, fo that a property 
of greatnels 1s, either to have no. end, 


or to increaſe. * | 
AY The 
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The Muſtard-ſ{ced is one of the leaſt 


of Grains, True; yet conligned to 
the Earth, when it ſeems buried, it re- 
vives ; it riſes above the reft of Herbs, 
becomes a T ree, {mall in its ſelf, great 
in its increaſe; The Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is like to its increaſe, the King- 
dom of Heaven ever improves. 

For, take the Kingdom of Heaven 
for the Seat of Eternal Felicity, take 
it for Chriſt, take it for the preſent 
State of the Church, take it for Faith, 
take it for Charity, take it for the Go- 
ipcl. This Kingdom, now great, was 
lictle ; great in being, little in begin- 
ning. Heaven, dil-peopled by the fall 
of the rebellious Spirits, grew ſmall. 
Chriſt in Bethlebem bad his Crib. The 
Church was once -an- Infant ; Faith, 
Charity, and the Goſpel, were con- 
hned to a few followers of Chriſt : 
Behold the {mallneſs of the Muſtardſeed. 
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Since the coming of Chriſt, Heaven is' 
grown Populous, and Chriſt Glorious. 
His Church, Faith, Charity, and the 
Goſpel, though now and then kept: 
down by oppoſition, are evermore vi 
gorouſly branching forth, 2 mari uſque 
ad mare, from' Sea'to Sea, Pſal. 21. v.8. 
Behold the increaſe, to the verifying 
Chriſt's words, Simile eſs Regnum Ce- 
lorum grano Sinapis ; The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like unto a Muſtard-ſeed. 

The Kingdom of Heaver is the King- 
dom of God ; And the Krngdom of God, . 
asour Saviour tells us, Luke 17. ver. 21. 
is within our ſelves ; Regnum Detintra vos 
eſt. Ir is not the Placeor Region, itis 
the Subjects, which make the K ingdom. 
We arethe Kingdom of Heaven, but 
like the Muſtardfeed we muſt increaſe ; 
And this increaſe, grounded on the true 
meaſure of great and /ittle, ſhall be the 
SubjeR of my Diſcourſe ; having firſt 


Int 
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implored the Divine Aſliſtance, by tne 
Interceſſion of the Glorious V irgin, who 
little:in her own Eye, grew to be fo 

reat, .as'to be Mother of God, and 


acen of Heaven. Awve Maria. 


Simile eft Regnum .Celorum grano Sinapic, 
The Kingdom of Heaven is like to 2 
| 1Muſtard:ſeed. 


T HE Kingdom of Heaven is with- 
in our fſclves ;: like the Muſtard- 


ſeed we muſt inereale ; and to increaſe, 


we..are to frame a true meaſure of 


great and \ittle. To paſs from equal 
to equal, is no increaſe; to pals from 
oreat to little, is to decreaſe ; to In- 
creaſe, is to riſe from leſs to more, from 
little to great, from great to greater, 

Now in order to this, my firlt re- 
fleion is, That Chriſt lays, T he King- 
' dom of Heaven is like unto a Muſtard- 
| | ſeed ; 
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C7) 
ſeed:; he ſays not it is equal. Between 
little and great, ſimilitude there may be, 
Equality there can. be none. Though 
our Saviour then likens the Kingdom of 
| Heaven to a Myſiard-ſeed; it tollows 
not that Men may equal the Muſtard- 
ſeed of Earthly things to the Kingdom 
of Heaven. No, it only enſues, That 
hke the Mftard-ſeed they muſt in-: 
creale. 

My ſecond RefleRion is, I hat one 
of the diſorders which reign in this fin- 
ful World, and. which obſtructs our 
increaſe in Virtue, Piety, and Religi-: 
on, the Head and Source, from which 
all our calamities low, 1s a falſe mea- 
fureof great and /zttle ; I hisoccafions a 
rags} 4 eſtimate of things, ſo that. 
what to the partial Eye of depraved 
ſenſeand humour, appears great, though 
little, and /ittle though great, to our 
abuſed Reaſon, is apt to appear the 


ſame ; 


(3) 
fame-;- and Men, becoming unjuſt -pri- 
zers, in place of increafing by paſſing 
from little to-great, decreaſe —_ 
from great to little, to the dimi i{h- 
ing the Kingdom of Heaven, and aug- 
menting the Kingdom of Darkneſs. 
Hence it is, that Virtue is forced to 
retreat, and yield to Vice; TrueGlo- 
ry to a Shadow. Hence it is, that a 
never-failing Bliſs gives way to momen- 
rary content, Heaven to Earth, Eter- 
nity to Time. Hence it is, that the 
Soul goes at fo low a rate, for /ittle, 
obſcure, or nothing. Hence it is that 
the Body is proclaim'd the ſubje&t 
of ni IP, lbdition, and Wor: 
ſhip, as enormous a folly, as to prefer 
the husk before the Seed, or the courſe 
and rough Shell to the rich and noble 
Pearl which lodges in it. The Soul, 
the Soul, chough ſeemingly /zrtle is great, 


and 
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and the-firſt ſtep to its increaſe, is to 
know its own greatnels. 

Dim Antiquity ſitting in the Shade 
of its Native Ignorance, without the 
light of Faith, could ſee no further, 
than what was grols and material, and 
therefore, thought it {aid enough to en- 
hance the dignity of Man, by entitu- 
ling .him Mzcrocoſmus, the little World. 
A Title bearing ſomething of glorious, 
and flattering many a fancy; yet ta- 
king it into due conſideration, barely 
as it lies, without other conſtruction, 
I. cannot but recede from the common 
Vogue; For if we take Man for the Bo- 
dy alone; Man,]I cannot deny, may pals 
tor a little World, keeping a propor- 
tion with the greater, which environs 
it: The Head and Breaſt may be re- 
ſ{embled to the Heavens; the Heart and 
Brain, to the ſo much influencing Pla- 
nets, Hun and Moon ; his Eyes to the 

| B Stars, 
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Cont Me toes 
his: Blaod, :to- the: 'conſtane returns of 


R rvers: to the-Sea:-from whence they 


{prung ; «the reſt of the Body to "the 
Earth; All welk But carr the Bod 

alone, that debaſing part of Man, we 
Fruth and . Juſtice fo termed Mar ? 
You'l tellme, no ; And it not, though 
the Body may be ſtil'd a little World, 


Man cannot;”: It -is below: his worth 


and greatneſs. Man, if a World,: he 


is-a great one ; and this VV orld which 
encompalles his _— confronted with 


Man, is but little. ':1t is not vainly to 
boaſt, it is not-to Hyperbolize, it is to 
raile- a.juft conceit of a Soul ſo much 
deprels'd in our cfteem. TI ſay all this, 
and I ſay no more than what reaſon 
upholds, Will you have the proof ? 
Idraw-it from what is undeniable; For 

if we ſpeak even of greatneſs in. ex- 


tent, 


ing to the. Day ; his 
Skep to the Night;:the Circulation of | 
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"tent, in which” this VWorld: ſeems -to 


exceed.; T hat is greater, which con- 
taineth ; thatwhich is contained, is leſs: 
on this account the Body is called a /ir- 
tle World,becaule encloſed ; the encloſing 
World, the greater. Is it not ſo? can 
any- deny it? None. I take then for 
oranted what-nonedeny, and upon this 
bottom carry on my Diſcourle. 

Doth not the mind of Man out- 
reach -the-narrow limits of the Earth? 


Doth it not upon the wings of ſpecu- 
lation, ſoar above the Heavens ? Doth 


1t not lurvey, meaſure, and _ the 


World in a' Thought? "This large, this' 
vaſt, . this mmenſe' Univerte, - doth-tt- 
not bind- it within a few lines?- doth 
it not: impriſon 1 it in- a paper2?- doth it 
riot caſt ut m a Map ? The revolutions 
of the Spheres; and/motions of Stars ?' 
doth it not confine them; andlay them 
before _—_ Eyes-in a Globe ? In this 
B 2 like 


| (12) 

like unto its Divine Maker, of whom: 
become-a/ new. born: Infant, to -redeem. 
us, the Church 1+ Mundum pugillo 
cominens, in bis luke 6 iſt be:bears a World.. 
Aud have not'I ju ye: to ſay, the: 
Soul of Man is greater than.the. V orld ? 
L lay, nothing; of the power of his me- 
mory, making things paſt to be pre-- 


ſent ; I mention not. the force of his 


Intelled, tranſcending the groſsneſs of 


Bodies, and working upon Spiritual : 


By ngs, and. Abſtratts, walking in the 
ſhoe of Gods Immenſity, and que- 
moms | I let alone the 
aaa « gee of the Will, ever 
an wing to Ete all 
Jt Tc of 4 wr Gain, and: 
immortal exiſtency.. I contain my felt 
within the bays; of a palpable way 
of Reaſoning, and am confounded ; 
when I 'conſfider the mean value we 


frame of. a voul, the high eſteem we 
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nourith: of this World, as if our whole 
riſe, and increaſe, depended on the pro- 
refs we make-in it. Alas } Alas! its 
en thatenoblethe World; the World 
cannot enoble Men : If the Kingdom 
of Heaven be like unto a Muftard-ſeed 
as to increaſe, this VW orld-is like to.a 
Muftard-ſeed without increaſe ; For 
compared with Heaven, this World 
is ſmaller than a Moſtard-ſeed ; 1 wiſh 
it had the virtue to. quicken our -Rea- 
ſon, that it has to open. our Brain. 
Give me leave once more to: reaſon: it 

thus : 

Have you never. addrefs'd your felt 
to.a Sun-Dyal, to ask the: hour of the 
day ; You have, and that often, 
Know then, that very ſhadow, which 
counts each minute, mn every moment 
= light, to this 'umportant T ruth. 

our adord Earth; what 'is it think 
you, O Idolaters of Terrene greatnels, 
COmM- 
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-compared to Heaven ?/ Take notice I 
beſeech 'you, | of what the Dyal-makes 
out. "Thi Earth, .14n.; compariſon -of | 
Heaveri, revert ct bulk .and-extent, is * 
leſs: than.a Aiitard-ſeed; Let not.the | 
 propolitioni] foboldly advance, furprils | 

; 
| 


-;Iimpoſernot upon you, :I vent 
nobkng | —n" Verity. "Conſul the 
Learned, «they inform you , it is:no 
-more tharwthe:pomnt/ of a Necdle, than 
"the Centre ofa Gircle ;. they] farther 
inſtru you, that on this ſappoſal,. the 
whole An: of Dyaling — _ The 
Art, as experience makes out, when 
rightly, ptaQisd, never faileth, .never 
deceivethgilnor can the ground, ' on 
which .it:depends, be fallacous. © | 
Ah Moaortals | Mortals! i is mot | 
thes-lower, World, vit's. your deluded | 
Ambition:.is/ great. - 'This Earth - on 
which your Glory builds, this Sea on 
which your Avarice -Sayls, is but an 


Attom, 
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Attom, is'but a Point in paragon of 
Heaven.  'Prntthum et lays the moral 
Philoſopher) in quo bel/a* geritir, it is 
but a point on which you War, O Ro- 
mans, it is but a pornt on which your 
Martial Forces draw up, March, and 
Randezvous; itis but a point on which 

our Woar-like Inſtruments refound : 
A is but-a pojnt. over which your Vt 
Qorious Eagles fly. Subdue Coun- 
tries, Fetter the Liberty of Nations, 
Colour your. Purpks in-the blood of 
Dying Monarchies ; Let Exrope, Aſsa, 
and Africa, draw your Triumphal 
Chariots :* Let Amertca, (when known) 
bring up your Glorious Train, you! 
then be Great, you'l be Maſters, you'l 
be Lords-of a World, terrarum Do- 
mini. You'l have gain'd your 'point ; 
And what is it ? what-is it? a point, a 
point; for no more is *the World to 
Heaven then a pornt ; punifum eſt, make 


much .: 


| A-6J) | 
make gt what is Great, Heaven, 
your Soul, God. 
fl _ But fo many Empires are paſt, the 
| pormt remains. no . more . theirs: Ecce 
entes.' quaſi ſtilla ſitule, . exclaims the 
rophet Iſa. chap. 40. -ver. 12. Behold 
the Nations like a drop of a Bucket. A 
drop, a drop.;. behold the increaſe of 
the Adorers.of the World, the drop 
is. often puff d into. a bubble, a plcaſanr 
4ight to the Eye,. but ſoon breaks, and | 
vaniſhes; ecce. Gentes, bebold your Na- 
tzons, your Gentiles, your Heathens, | 
your livers without the fear. of God, | 
forgotten of Heaven, aſpiring to no- 
thing but Earthly. Promotion ; they | 
ii riſe with the inconſtant Bucket of For- 
Yi | tune, to drop and plunge into a deluge 
1 of Miſery. 
WW ... Punttum eſt; and if the main, -if the 
[if whole,” be but a point, what muſt it's 
If | Divi- 


yy (17) 
Diviſions and Sub-diviſions, Setions 
and Sub-SeRtions, prove to be ? Your 
Cottages, your Rights .of Common, 
your Copy-holds, Free-holds, Tene- 
ments, Mannors, &c. what are they, 
but the Fractions of a point, in one re- 
moval from nothing ? And yet, and 
yet, How many.! how many! uri 
ous to Themſelves, unmindful of Hea- 
ven, wigrateful to God, ſpend their 
deſires, conſume their loves, and caſt 
away their thoughts on tranſitory T ri 
fles, and HH As if enflaving them- 
ſelves to Fleſh and World, .1o far be- 
neath the noble Nature of a Soul. 
could add to their greatneſs. WW hat 
Suits? what Animoſities? what Feuds ? 
what a living ike Canibals, evenamongſt 
Chriſtians ? what endeavours to depreſs 
and devour each other ; and all for 
rhe {mall part of a point * Punitum eff, 
and that not durable. 

C I 
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 T have contained my Diſcourſe with- 
in the the bounds of Natural Reaſon ; 
But if you'l have the true value of a 
Soul, - open the Eycs of a /vely Faith, 
ſee your Creator become a Redeemer, 
ſee'your God dying upon a Croſs, and 
remember that Blood, thar Death, of 
Infinite worth, are the Price and Ran- 
fome of your Soul. A little rclpit, 
and I come in my ſecond part to lolve 


an ObjeRion of a W orldling. 


Smile eft Regnum Celorum Grano Sina- 
pris, The Kingdom of Heavgn is like 
ro a Miſtard-ſeed. 


the my firſt part I haye made it my 
4 endeavour, to' fer forth the difpart- 
ty that runs berween this W ortd, and 
a doul ; and by  confequence, That 
Man canngt aſpire to an imcteafe, by 
levelling his thoughts at any thing this 

World 
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World affords, a world fo little, fo 
vain, ſo unconſtant. 

But I fear a- Melancholly dumpiſh 
Fit has ſciz'd you, 1o are you out of 
humour with the W orld ; Methinks I 
hear one of thoſe ſay, who affe&t Wir, 
by a nauſeous drolling at Piety ; I ap- 
prehend, you Preachers, heat your ſelves 
to little Purpoſe. We are of a cooler 
temper, we have not ſo much of the 
Miuftard-ſeed, as to take inuff at the 
World for every Impreſſion, threat of 
Hell, or name of Heaven. Heaven 
and Hell are things remote. 

We live in the World, to riſe, and 
increaſe : And to this end, we ſtudy to 
foot ſure; Faith and Religion, we 
know, have a fair {troke for the other 
World, but have forfeited many a 
Loyal Life, Eſtate, and Fortune in 
this ; we have a Family to provide tor, 
our ſelves ; We mult live according to 

C2 our 
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our Birth and'Quality. In a word, 
make. Piety and Religion, our increaſe 
-and Intereſt upon Earth, and we will 
ſoon be Saints for Heaven. 

You have ſpoke like what you are, 
with much Prophanity, little W it, and 
no Reaſon ; By all which, the coolnels 
of your temper diſcovers 'it felf. Hea- 
ven and Hell, you tell me, are things 
afar off; and I would have you know, 
that Heaven is no farther off, than you'l 
make it, and Hell perhaps, , is nearer 
than you think it. You fay you live 
in the World , great news! I. thought 
you had livd out. of it; For thoſe that 
live in the World like Men, - and go- 
vern themſelves with Faith: and Rea- 
lon, are ſenſible they are placed: here 
to ſerve God, and work their Salva- 
tion. You! foot ſure; and can there 
be {ure footing in the ſlippery way of 

Vice ? You are to provide for a Poſte- 


rity, 


wo ate 
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rity, and are you therefore to negle& an 
Eternity ? But you mult live accordin 


ro your Birth and Quality : And art 
the holy Font of Baptiſm, were you 


- not regenerated to be the Heirs of 


Heaven, and qualified to be the Chil- 
dren of God ; You bid:me make Pic- 
ty and Religion your Intereſt upon 
Earth ; and is it not the greateſt of In- 
tereſts, that by the pious Exerciſes 'of 
True Religion, you. may purchale the 
unvaluable I reafure of Heavenly Bliſs? 


But your meaning is, make. Piety and 


' Religionyour way toRiches, Honour, 


and Greatneſs upon Earth, and then 
you'l be Saints for Heaven. I under- 
ftand you. In place of your buying 
Heaven, youl'& have Heaven buy you, 
But let. me tell you, Heaven admits 
of no {uch Saints, who will not venture 
the few and vam fatisfactions of this 


W orld, to ſecure their Soul, the pol- 


{e{h1on 
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ſeſſion of God, and a happy Eternity. 

Cxid prodeſt homini ? It's our Saviour 
expoltulates the cale, with too rath 
Followers of a Sinful W orld, /: torum 
mundum Jucretur, anime vero ſug detri- 
mentum patiatur ; What is a man profited, 
if be gain the whole World, and loſe bis 
own Soul 2 A preſling Inſtance : quid 
prodeſt, where is the profit * where the 
lncome ? where the pretended increalc, 
ſuppoſe one gain the World, and loſe bis 
Soul? Anlwer if you can. The propo- 
ſal is clear and urging. W here the loſs 
is ſo much exceeding, you'l tell me, as 
that of the Soul is, there can beno pro- 
fit, in the gain even of a W orld. 

You peak well ; it is the current 
and obvious Expoſition, abundantly 
confirming the preſent Truth. Yet 
{pending ſeveral reflexions upon theſe 
words. Something,-methinks, I diſco- 
ver in them more, than at the firſt fight 


ap- 


CI EE. 
appears. For as the cale' is ſtated, the 
ſame Man 1s the gainer, the fame the 
lofer, a gamer of the whole World, and 
a loſer of his Soul. 

Should you queſtion me : quid pro- 
deft, where is the profit 7 I ſhould in- 
cline to anſwer, - in not being a loſer, of 
| both World and Soul ; becauſe, as the 

cale ſtands, though loſer of his Soul, 
he's eainer of the World. A fallacy, 
a fallacy, ſupported only by the igno- 
rance of what* the' lols. of 'a Souf IS ; 
And Chriſts words furniſhes 'me with 
this retortion : By ,the loſs of his Soul 
he Toles himſelf ; TOW I guner Þeing 
the' ſame a3 the loer, both areloſt; and 
themſclves being loſt, "they are at a to- 
tal loſs.” Art the lols' of a World, loſs 
of Soul, lofs' of God, O what loffes.! 
Ler World then be forfeited, lo itbe 
\) with the ſaving of our Soul-and the 
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gain of Gods favour. It is but juſt, no 
lofs, but an increaſe. | 

Mif-interpret me not, as it I were 

for the negle&t of Employments and 
Concerns ; I know the good govern- 
ment of the World, requizes Applica- 
tion to Worldly Afﬀairs. I am not 
zenorant, that pretenſions to increaſe of 
Eoin by way of Vittue.and Me- 
Fit, are .Duties juſtly challenged by 
Gods Vicars at your hands. But then 
be pleaſed to remember, your firſt ob- 
ligation is to God, your chict imploy- 
ment to regulate your -proccedings, by 
his Laws ; from Him you had your 
Being,.from Him you muſt have your 
increaſe. -Religion is not to be ſway'd 
by .Interſt, . but Intereſt by Religion ; 
Paſſion is not to govern Reaſon, nor 
Reaſon to queſtion Gods Commands ; 
Juſtice muſt neither be daunted, nor 
bribd, 
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brib'd, by what this World may pro- 
poſe. In a word, for a point, . and leſs 
than a point,” be-it Earthlys Honor, -be 
it Wealth, be it Pleaſure, we are not 
to loſe our Soul; toour everlaſting lols, 
decreaſe and perdition. Otherwile you 
will repent when it is too late, and 
when your Tears will only water, and 
not waſh away the Guile of a Sinful 
Life. 

Too late, too late, the Unrighteous 
cry out, in the Book ot Wiſdom ; Laſ- TD 
ſati ſums in via miquitatis © perditio- ver. 7 
ms, We are trred out in the way of Ini- 
quity and Perdition ; Ambulavimus vias 
aifficiles, We have walked rough ways ; 
Viam Det ignorauimus, We knew not the 
way of the Lord : T oo long deterr'd a 
Repentance, forced by Anguiſh and 
Torment, but no: Remedy. Laſſatz 
Jumits, We are tired. And why ?- It 
Sin-and Iniquity tired you, why were 
D you 
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og + nat tired with Iniquity and Sin. © 
Ml 2: Vas difficales Ambulavimus, You 
#bveotrod: bard ways 5 — did 
you not foot the cafjer paths of Righ- 
reouſnels, ro. the peace of your Con- 
feience , and quiet of your Souls ? 
Vias Domini ignorauimns, We were 1g- 
——_— the ways of the Lord: And how 
ſo? Was:not the way of the Lord 
revealed, and open to you, as well as 
to others ? Fond Complaints ! Fruit- 
lels Excuſes! Aﬀected Ignorance ! You 
would not know, what you would not 
perform. ; you hated Truth, to ent- 
brace. Vanity : Intereſt was your Re- 
ligion, Ambition your Guide, and not 
Piety; Prophanity your Rule, and not 
Devotion ; youenſlav'd Faith-to Senſe, 
yrs a alhon, Soul to Body, and 
a falſe Perſpeive repreſenting: unto 
your felves;; tb bark, and lth for 
great, you aſpired to (ettle- your Great- 


nels 
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© neſs and Happineſs in a Contemptible 
' World, by relinquiſhing God ; And 
whereas, like the Myſtard-ſeed, raiſing 
your felt from little to great, to God, 
to Eternal Bliſs, by your own increaſe, 
you ſhould have increaſed the King- 


dom of Heaven : Falling from great to 


little, you have made an acceſſion to the 


Princedom of Torment. And now 
quid prodeſt, quid prodeſt ? what doth it 
avail you ? what doth it avail you, to 
have maſter'd a World? The World 

is where it was, and you in Hell, 
Crucior in hac flamma, exclaims the 
Rich Man, we commonly call Dives. 
I am tormented in this Fire : Where 
our Saviour, bringing in Abraham and 
Dives pager oy emboldens 
me to put in a Word to my purpoſe, 
and ſo end. Good News, O Dzves./ 
from the other World. And whar, 
lays he, are the 7 ydings of the other 
D - World 
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World to me, who am in pain, bur 
painful ?, Your Children. are jocund. 
And 1; ſigbing : They peaceable enjoy 
the Riches; the T itles, the Honours, 
with ſo much Toll thou entaileſt upon 
them. And my Inheritance are gnaſh- 
ing of, I eeth, a never-dymg Worm, R e- 
proach and Ignominy. hat Pallace 
of which, Wealth laid the firſt Stone, by 
Magnificency the Archite& is now 
compleated. And1, unhappy dwell in 
a Dungeon of Horror and Darknels : 
The Gardens you delign'd are curioul- 
ly divided, the Walks laid out, the 
lowers breath a conſtant Spring and 
Paradiſe - And here in ſtench I am 
chaind, only permitted to walk with 
my diſmal Fancy from torment to tor- 
ment.;.. Comfort, O Drves, thoſe lit- 
tle Cypreſſes, all thrive and are grown 
up, to defiance of the ſcorching Sun. 
And1 burn ; Your Fountains run and 


ſport, 


ſport; your W aterworks Play to admi- + © 
ration within your ſhady Groves ; and 
neither.Shade,or adrop of Water have I 
to temper my exceſſive Flames. That 
"Wilderneſs you planted with ſuch ex- 
quiſit art, is grown up into a Labyrinth, 
where pleaſure has loſt its ſelf, to be 
found by all that enter; And I amloſt, 
lays he, in the inextricable Labyrinth 
of. Fire, of T orment, of a woful Eter- 
nity. TI burn, I burn, and burn I muſt 
for ever. | Cructar in hac flamma ; Such, 
beloved Brethren,is the apparent zmcreaſe, 
and real decreaſe of thoſe, who value 
Intereſt above Religion, their own Hu- 
mours, above Gods Precepts ; Body 
above Soul, Vice above Virtue, and 
Earth above Heaven; and fo it ends, 
without ever finding an cnd of miſery. 
By an oppoſite way of living, let us 
change the decreaſe into an increaſe, by a. 


right eſtimate of what is T ruth,. and 
what 
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